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“Jesus & A Lifelong Loser” 
    John 9 

 

 

 

We are going to be in John, Chapter 9 this morning.  Will you please join me there?  We 

are going to find the story here about Jesus and the blind man He healed.   

 

Kristy and I have been playing some softball on Friday nights.  We are in a co-ed, church 

league and having a good time over the summer.  Kristy has been doing pretty well in my 

eyes.  That all-star player she was back in high school and college is surfacing again after 

many years of not playing.  We won’t talk as much about my performance except that 

I’m wondering if there is any correlation in my performance at the plate and the fact that 

I’m anchoring it down batting last in the batting order.  I have a view of myself as semi-

athletic.  I played baseball growing up.  So I should not be hitting sub-200 in softball, but 

that’s just the reality of the situation.   

 

One of the ladies on our team was wearing a United States Marine Corps. shirt that really 

caught my attention.  Her shirt had a saying on it that helps new recruits understand how 

things work once they are in the Corps.  The saying was this: “Pain is weakness leaving 

the body.”  Just let that phrase settle in.  That saying helps new recruits in the Corps to 

know what to expect and, hopefully, helps them throughout the pain they will feel in their 

intense workouts.  That saying, hopefully, would not just make the pain tolerable but 

even desirable, knowing that their pain is leading to strength in their physical condition.  

It’s pain and weakness leaving the body. 

 

I began thinking about that concept.  It really gripped me, not just because at this point in 

life I necessarily plan to enlist in the Marine Corps, but I actually started thinking about it 

in terms of its biblical significance.  The Lord, our God, does, in fact, ordain trials, 

tribulations, tests and strenuous times to be a part of the Christian life.  He does this for 

the building of our character and to mold us into the likeness of Jesus Christ.  Weakness 

leaves our character and condition in the midst of hard times and difficulties if we 

respond to those difficulties in the power of the Holy Spirit rather than in the flesh.  

When we respond to those hard times in the power of the Holy Spirit it leads to 

weakness, triteness, and superficity leaving us.   

 

Substance, maturity, experience, the ability to sympathize and to be tender and 

compassionate is added to our character in the midst of trials and difficulties.  That’s also 

when holiness begins entering in as our lives are purified in the refining fires of the Lord.  

Difficulties, trials, and hardships are part of the Christian life.  As the Spirit fills our lives 

in the midst of these things, Christ-like character should be taking shape more and more 

in the lives that we live.  

 

Introducing  JESUS 
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I think in the story before us we are going to see an encouraging example of how this 

works.  This morning we have the story of Jesus healing a man who was blind from birth.  

All of his life he saw only blackness.  After his encounter with Jesus he opened his eyes 

and was able to see.  He was able to see the people who had cared for him all of his life.  

He was able to see what all of the sounds were that he had been hearing.  He was able to 

see.  We would think the day when a blind man is healed would be a day of great 

rejoicing, celebration, praise, and thanksgiving.  We would think that this man’s friends 

would rejoice with him and come along side to help him with all the adjustment he would 

need to make.  Wow, praise God!  That’s what we would expect.   

 

But what we find as we go through this story of the healing of this blind is that it was a 

day of confusion, controversy, heaviness, and gravity instead of neighbors and religious 

leaders coming along side of the man and his family to pray and rejoice with them and to 

lift them up to the Lord, the religious leaders came to interrogate this family.  It was a 

difficult day.  It is so ironic that this man was given sight the very same day that he was 

cast out of the synagogue because he would not compromise and say anything bad about 

the Man who healed him.  He stood in support of the One who healed him of his 

blindness.  This man is healed of blindness and he enters into a time of difficulty. 

 

If I understand this correctly, Jesus did this miracle in such a way that He knew this 

difficulty would follow.  Jesus was doing a miracle; this was the Son of God, the 

Messiah.  There were multiple miracles here.  Jesus gave this man physical sight so he 

could see but in the meantime He also provided this man more and more spiritual sight so 

that the man could come to understand the spiritual significance and supernatural nature 

and the grace of what just happened to him by the hand and work of the Son of God.   

 

As we see this man having more and more clarity about what God had done for him, we 

see more and more resolve and moral strength rising up in him by the Spirit of God so 

that he would be able to stand firm as people sought to tear down the name of the Lord 

Jesus Christ.  It’s a tremendous thing that is before us in this passage.  As we look at all 

that happened here we need to be mindful that trials are a part of the Christian life.  As far 

as trials go, there are three categories.  Do you remember what they are?  There are some 

who were just in a trial; there are some who are presently in a trial; and there are people 

who are about to be in another trial.  For the sake of our holiness and Christ-likeness, I 

pray that in the example laid out before us this morning we see how God gives us the 

ability to walk in new strength and newness of life as our eyes are opened to the glory of 

our Healer, Jesus Christ.  

 

So let’s get into this story and see all that takes place in the John, Chapter 9:   

 
1
 As he passed by, he saw a man blind from birth. 

2 
And his disciples asked him, 

“Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” 
3 
Jesus 

answered, “It was not that this man sinned, or his parents, but that the works of 

God might be displayed in him.” 
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Understand that Jesus was not denying that this man had a sinful nature inherited from 

Adam just like the rest of us.  What Jesus was countering was the Rabbinic teaching of 

the day that anytime there was some abnormal, extreme ailment it was the direct result of 

some heinous sin that somebody committed.  So while all sin leads to suffering, not all 

examples of suffering are the result of a particular sin in that person’s life that God is 

judging them for.  This man was cut from the same fabric of life as Job.  I think that was 

what Jesus was getting at.  So Jesus said that it was not that this man sinned, not that his 

parents sinned; not like he was like Jacob or Esau in the womb; some great sinner even 

prior to birth.  It was not that his parent’s committed some great sin in the midst of the 

pregnancy but that the works of God might be displayed in him.  Verse 4: 

 
4 

We must work the works of him who sent me while it is day; night is coming, 

when no one can work. 
5 

As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the 

world.”  
6 

Having said these things, he spit on the ground and made mud with the 

saliva. Then he anointed the man's eyes with the mud 
7 

and said to him, “Go, wash 

in the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). So he went and washed and came 

back seeing.” 

 

We need to keep in mind that what we have here is historic in nature.  These are factual 

events that literally took place in Jerusalem in history.  Doctors would love to be able to 

heal a blind man from his birth.  Jesus took mud stuck it in the man’s eyes, the man 

washed and came back seeing.  It was a miracle.  It was an emblem of how things are to 

be when Jesus establishes the fullness of His Kingdom in power when He is ruling from 

Zion and then from there into everlasting.  There is going to be no such thing as blindness 

anymore.  It is an emblem of things to come.   

 

We look at this miracle and then we look at the means by which Jesus chose to perform 

the miracle and there might be a sense in which we get gripped by the means.  He spat on 

the ground, mixed it all up and made mud and rubbed it onto the man’s eyeball – not his 

eyelids – his eyeballs.  That is just a little symbol of the fact Jesus is willing to use 

painful circumstances to help people.  I’m not interested in knowing what it feels like to 

have mud rubbed in my eyes.  Why did Jesus do it that way?  Why did He use mud?  I 

think this points us in a couple of directions.  The first thing that we can see here is that 

Jesus intended to point us back to Genesis, Chapter 2, when God created the first man 

from the dust of the earth.  Now Jesus uses the dust, making mud and rubbing it in the 

man’s eyes.  This points us back to the fact of what it says here in the prologue of John 

that apart from Him there is nothing that has been made that has been made.  Jesus is the 

creator and He was about the work of creation again in using dirt to create sight. 

 

I think there is more in the passage.  Not only was Jesus creating sight but Jesus was 

creating a controversy.  He was creating a tense situation by the way He healed the man.  

The other detail that is about to come to us is that this healing took place on the Sabbath.  

Do you think Jesus was aware of the Jewish Mishnah and all of its thirty-nine different 

categories of things that comprised work on the Sabbath?  Do you think He was aware of 

each and every barnacle the Pharisees had come up with to encrust the beauty of God’s 

Sabbath?  Yes, Jesus was aware of these things.  The Pharisees and Rabbis had all of 



4 

 

these rules and regulations for the Sabbath.  There are a couple of them that are relevant 

here.  First of all, physicians were not to heal on the Sabbath unless it was a life or death 

situation.  The man had been blind since birth and this was not a life or death situation.  

We can be sure that the Pharisees took notice of that.  Secondly, there was no kneading 

allowed.  There was no form of mixing or kneading allowed on the Sabbath, it was out of 

bounds and not to be done.  So the ladies would not make bread from scratch and, hence, 

work on the Sabbath.  Men would not make mud and bricks on the Sabbath.   

 

What did Jesus do?  He spit on the ground, massaged and kneaded it.  The Pharisees 

would have considered that working on the Sabbath.  It shows where legalism can take 

us.  Extra man made rules attached onto the all sufficient Word of God.  Jesus knew 

exactly what He was doing.  Jesus was unleashing a controversy.  Jesus is the light of the 

world.  Jesus is the one who exposes things, and through the use of this controversy, He 

was going to make clear the character that He was building in this blind man and to see 

him rise up as a man of integrity by the power of God in him.  In addition, this 

controversy was going to reveal the legalistic burdensome, bitter condition of the 

Pharisees of Israel.  Keep these things in mind as we go through this passage of Scripture. 

 

We continue on to the next section and see what it has to say.  How were the neighbors 

and religious leaders going to respond?  Verse 8: 

 
8 

The neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar were saying, “Is 

this not the man who used to sit and beg?” 
9 
Some said, “It is he.” Others said, 

“No, but he is like him.” He kept saying, “I am the man.” 

 

He kept saying that he was the man, it’s me, it’s me.  We read what is in the passage of 

Scripture and we get the picture that this man had a lot of people talking about him and 

very few people talking to him.  Everyone was carrying on a conversation about him, and 

he was there the entire time.  They were indifferent to how rude that was.  They were 

talking about him, not talking to him.  Hey, Christians, talk to people.  Don’t talk about 

them.  Now it’s not lost on me that this was an amazing circumstance.  These people 

were just wondering what had gone on.   

 

We continue: 

 
10 

So they said to him, “Then how were your eyes opened?” 
11 

He answered, “The 

man called Jesus made mud and anointed my eyes and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam 

and wash.’ So I went and washed and received my sight.” 
12 

They said to him, 

“Where is he?” He said, “I do not know.”  
13 

They brought to the Pharisees the 

man who had formerly been blind.  
14 

Now it was a Sabbath day when Jesus made 

the mud and opened his eyes. 
15 

So the Pharisees again asked him how he had 

received his sight. And he said to them, “He put mud on my eyes, and I washed, 

and I see.” 
16 

Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does 

not keep the Sabbath.” But others said, “How can a man who is a sinner do such 

signs?” And there was a division among them.  
17 

So they said again to the blind 
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man, “What do you say about him, since he has opened your eyes?” He said, “He 

is a prophet.” 
 

The healed man was interacting with his neighbors and the community religious leaders.   

As I read this I don’t detect any sense of wonderment, joy, gladness, or the greatness of 

the miracle that just took place in this man’s life.  The neighbors were rather standoffish, 

mystified, and cautious.  The religious leaders seemed less interested in the fact that the 

man had his sight and what an awesome thing that was.  They were more concerned 

about the method that was used in the man’s healing.  That was what they were focused 

on.  This should have been a day when the neighbors and the Pharisees were surrounding 

this family with expressions of praise.  Praise be to God!  Look what happened, but 

instead there was doubt and a sense of perplexity.  They were asking all kinds of 

questions.  There was no sense of joy.   

 

Thinking about this passage and how this event is an emblem of the fact that when we 

come to Christ and then try to express to other people the glory of all that Jesus has done 

for us in giving us spiritual sight, not everybody is going to be saying that is an awesome 

thing.  They might be skeptical and uninterested.  We may be glorying in the grace of 

Jesus,  how He has forgiven our sins and made our lives new, given us hunger for the 

things of the Lord, given us perspective that worshiping on Sunday is like a feast, and 

that the Word of God is like nourishment to the soul.  We try to give expression to these 

things and people just don’t understand and wonder how it all works.  That’s what we can 

expect.   

 

I have discovered a remarkable sandwich.  Write this down because this is a sandwich 

that you are going to want to enjoy.  First thing, take a piece of soft, wheat bread and 

smother it with peanut butter.  Then take the other piece of soft, wheat bread and slather 

it with a wonderful layer of Miracle Whip Mayonnaise.  Then squirt some hot dog relish 

on the sandwich.  To top it off take a couple slices of nice, cold bologna and mush the 

sandwich together.  Then take a nice big bite.  You’re going to find extreme enjoyment in 

that.  So did you get that?  Do you need for me to repeat it?   

 

You’re probably thinking, “Jeff, what are you talking about?”  When we try to give 

expression to the things that we have in Christ to people who are spiritually blind, they 

are going to be mystified.  They won’t know what we are talking about until the Holy 

Spirit, by the mighty the work of God in their lives, opens their eyes to see.  Then 

suddenly they are going to want to share that sandwich with us.  Here is where the 

illustration breaks down.  The Christian life is nothing like a mayonnaise, peanut butter, 

relish, and bologna sandwich.  Taste and see that the Lord is good. 

 

Expect that when you try to give expression to the things that the Lord has done for you 

to people in your sphere of influence, a lot of those people are going to be mystified.  

They won’t get it.  But don’t let that hinder you from being a faithful witness to Jesus.  

The Holy Spirit works to create new life in the Lord Jesus Christ by Christians going out 

and being light, following the light of the Lord, following the light of the Word, giving 

expression of how Jesus has cleansed them from sin and given them new life and 
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proclaiming to people the means by which He did it, the Gospel.  That’s how the Holy 

Spirit uses us to open blind eyes.  But expect that a lot of people to be mystified like the 

neighbors of the blind man.  Some people might even come to a place like the Pharisees 

where they are upset about it; family members might say that’s not their religion.  That’s 

not how they do things.  But we are still called to walk in faithfulness to the Lord and talk 

about what Jesus has done for us if, in fact, we are a born again follower of the Lord 

Jesus Christ. 

 

We continue on in the story that gives us a sense of the heaviness of what’s being faced 

by this man.  Here in the states when we are outspoken about what Christ has done for us 

we might have neighbors that are thinking we are weird.  We might have some people 

that are upset about it, but I don’t think we would become total and complete outcasts and 

ostracized from society.  But there are some people in this world in certain nations that 

would understand exactly what is at stake in the next passage of Scripture.  We see as we 

go begin at verse 18 how the man’s parents were brought in: 

 
18 

The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight, until 

they called the parents of the man who had received his sight 
19 

and asked them, 

“Is this your son, who you say was born blind? How then does he now see?” 
20 

His parents answered, “We know that this is our son and that he was born blind. 
21 

But how he now sees we do not know, nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask 

him; he is of age. He will speak for himself.” 
22 

(His parents said these things 

because they feared the Jews, for the Jews had already agreed that if anyone 

should confess Jesus to be Christ, he was to be put out of the synagogue.) 
23 

Therefore his parents said, “He is of age; ask him.” 

 

Here is a very important piece of parenthetic information.  His parent said these things 

because they feared the Jews for the Jews already agreed if anyone should confess Jesus 

to be the Christ he was to be put out of the synagogue.  Therefore, his parents said that 

their son was of age, ask him.  I don’t know how you react to that situation.  Initially 

there was something in me that said, “Nice job, mom and dad.”  How about a little bit 

more support?  What’s up with just leaving your son hanging out to dry?  I noticed 

something rising up inside of me because I was standing in judgment upon mom and dad, 

shaking my head at them.  But I’m not sure that’s why John was led of the Spirit to 

include this detail.  I think that if we can understand the gravity of the situation and what 

they were facing, that tendency to stand in judgment upon this mom and dad might 

actually transform into something called sympathy as we see that these people were in a 

situation that was unthinkably difficult.  Their response was out of fear of the Jews; fear 

of excommunication from the synagogue.  John got down to the brass tacks and told us 

what was really happening.  They were afraid of being cast out.  They were brought in 

with all suddenness and all they could say was that they didn’t know who or how.  You 

need to ask him.   

 

I would imagine that they felt sick to their stomachs while they were speaking these 

things.  One of the strongest instincts in the human condition is the instinct to stand by 

and to support, even to defend, our children.  There are some parents who will even 
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defend children who are clearly guilty.  There is something that rises up in most parents 

who have a child with a certain difficulty like life-long blindness.  Mommy becomes 

velociraptor-mommy – that fearsome hybrid between velociraptor and a mommy.  

Nothing can come between her and her child, even if the child is an adult.   

 

But here we have this family who is totally standoffish, totally cautious, minding their Ps 

and Qs because they were afraid of the men who were interrogating them.  They were 

scared.  This gives us a picture of how imposing, intense and sharp these Pharisees were.  

These parents were facing a difficult situation.  I hope this helps to give us a sense of the 

seriousness of what was going on that day.  Excommunication from the synagogue was at 

stake and being excommunicated from the synagogue was not the same as being 

excommunicated from any local church here in Southern California.  If we get 

excommunicated from a local church chances are that we are going to continue on with 

our friends, life, family, employment, and chances are it’s going to be relatively easy to 

go within a couple of miles and find another place of worship and keep continuing on 

with our lives. 

 

That was not the case for those first century Jewish people in the synagogue.  Being cast 

out of the synagogue meant being ostracized in that society.  If you want to understand 

what they were facing, think about a Muslim in a Muslim country who comes to the 

realization that Jesus is Lord and what they would face if they were to proclaim and stand 

by Jesus as the Redeemer of their souls and the healer of their sinful condition.  There 

was a lot at stake.  This picture is presented for us so we could get the gravity of the 

situation. 

 

There is an amazing contrast that’s set up now.  A work of God was taking place in the 

life of this blind man - multiple works of God actually.  First he was given his physical 

sight but it was also dawning on him who Jesus was.  At first all the man could say was 

this man named Jesus rubbed mud in my eyes and then, in the next scene, the man was 

saying that Jesus was a prophet.  The man was growing in his understanding.  He comes 

with the authority and the power of God, He is a prophet.  We see this boldness, integrity 

and strength rising up within this man in the midst of a very difficult circumstance. 

 

So we see this come to a head when we go into the next section.  When we start in verse 

24, get ready for the fireworks.  Verse 24:   

 
24 

So for the second time they called the man who had been blind and said to him, 

“Give glory to God. We know that this man is a sinner.”  

 

So whatever debate, discussion or disunity between the Pharisees earlier in this account, 

now they are at least united on one thing – Jesus is a sinner.  What they were saying to 

this man was that you give glory to God when you join with us and say that Jesus is a 

sinner.  This was a heavy situation.  They were calling this man into agreement on their 

perspective of Jesus.  There was a lot at stake but the man replied with this in verse 25: 
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25 
He answered, “Whether he is a sinner I do not know. One thing I do know, that 

though I was blind, now I see.” 

 

There is integrity rising up in this man and he said whether he is a sinner, he didn’t know.  

One thing he did know that though he was blind, now he sees.  The man was saying that 

there was something awesome that happened in his life.  Verse 26: 

 
26 

They said to him, “What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?” 
27 

He 

answered them, “I have told you already, and you would not listen. Why do you 

want to hear it again? Do you also want to become his disciples?”  

 

Talk about a suicide mission!  These Pharisees could take him out and stone him to death.  

Was this guy crazy?  He told the Pharisees that he had already told them once.  Did they 

want to hear it again?  Did they want to become a learner?  Did they want to be able to 

heal people, too, like this man just did for him?  Did they want to become his disciples?  

This response was unbelievable. 

 

In verse 28 it says that they relived him.  They were angry and their temples were bulging 

and their nostrils were flaring and they said to him in verse 28: 

 
28 

And they reviled him, saying, “You are his disciple, but we are disciples of 

Moses. 
29 

We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not 

know where he comes from.” 
30 

The man answered, “Why, this is an amazing 

thing! You do not know where he comes from, and yet he opened my eyes. 
31 

We 

know that God does not listen to sinners, but if anyone is a worshiper of God and 

does his will, God listens to him. 
32 

Never since the world began has it been heard 

that anyone opened the eyes of a man born blind. 
33 

If this man were not from 

God, he could do nothing.” 
34 

They answered him, “You were born in utter sin, 

and would you teach us?” And they cast him out.” 

 

Not only did this man give personal testimony but he gave some sound logic from 

Scripture.  We can take the things that he was talking about and find Old Testament 

passages to support what he said.  This man was instructing the Pharisees as to what just 

happened, and did they humble themselves and say, “Ok, now we get it.  Thank you for 

clarifying this for us.”  Verse 34: 

 

 
34 

They answered him, “You were born in utter sin, and would you teach us?” 

And they cast him out. 

 

The language that is used there is that they cast him out of the synagogue.  They 

ostracized him.  They put him out of their communion and fellowship.  He was also 

ostracized from society.  Big deal.  Did you see how he did not silence them?  Did you 

notice that?  I think it was a step beyond silencing them.  He rendered them belligerent 

and that’s doing something.  Here we have, on the hand, this man with no strength, skill, 

training, education or status.  The highest aptitude of his life up to that point was his 

ability to hold out a jar and ask for alms for the blind.  He must have been a man who had 
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been demoralized in life because everybody said his blindness was because of judgment 

for some unknown sin.  That type of thing tends to demoralize a person.  Perhaps they 

may even begin to think they are the loser that everybody tells them they are.  Perhaps 

they think that’s all they are ever going to amount to.  But Jesus came and did a work in 

his life. 

 

This man was on one side and on the other side was a house of highly trained, highly 

educated, imposing men of the cloth.  When they wanted the man to call Jesus a sinner, 

he stood his ground by the strength of God and did not give in.  He rendered the 

Pharisees belligerent.  We can see these men with their dignity ruffled as this man 

answered them point by point.  I began thinking about that song by Sting and the Police, 

“I will turn your face to alabaster when you find your servant is your master.”  I don’t 

know if their faces were stone cold white in the fact that they had just been out dueled by 

this man.  But I think that their faces were red and their nostrils flared as we just 

mentioned. 

 

We see this man with the ability to stand strong in the midst of hard scrutiny.  Isn’t it an 

awesome thing?  When we see this blind man and we look at what happened there is 

something in him that said, Glory to God.  The Pharisees wanted him to give glory to 

God by engaging in blasphemy by calling the Holy One of Israel, the One to reign 

forever on throne of David a sinner.  The blind man was not about to go in that direction.  

Instead he gave glory to God by standing his ground and saying if Jesus was a sinner He 

could do nothing.  He led them to the only conclusion that the power of God was on this 

Man’s life.  It’s a pretty remarkable thing to behold. 

 

Oh, I pray that the Lord will help us as we look at what we see in this poor, retched, 

pitiful man’s life.  If we could just say, “Lord, if you can cause something like that to rise 

up in him, could you also cause similar qualities, strength, fortitude, and integrity to rise 

up in me so that even when people are hostile to Jesus, I can respond with straight 

answers; honest answers and not compromise integrity that I need to have as one who 

walks with Jesus.   

 

Once years ago there was a person in my life and there was a rift in our relationship 

because of my walk with Christ.  By no means is this a time for me to get into all of the 

details of who, what, when and how.  But I had a sense that I needed to talk to him.  I 

remember pulling up outside of his house and I felt fear and trembling and just wanted to 

drive away and forget all about it.  I got out of my car and I walked in and, sure enough, 

there was some difficult things said.  When it says in that passage of scripture that this 

man was reviled by the Pharisees, I know what it meant and what it is like.   

 

I don’t bring this up to point to me, but it is a good example when I had a sense that the 

Lord filled me with a substance, calmness and integrity that I could only point to Jesus 

for.  I often tend to struggle with the issue of the fear of man.  While all of these critiques 

and insults about the Christian faith were coming at me, the ability to interact with those 

things in a calm manner just rose up in my fear and trembling.  In the end, I just said that 

I am a sinner saved by grace.  I’ve got Jesus in my life, and I want Him to be in your life, 
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too.  If you ever want to talk about these things, we’ll talk.  If you need a friend, I’ll be 

that friend.   

 

The Lord helped me, and I just thought about this blind man and what God enabled him 

to do and I thought about that instance in my life when God helped me to maintain 

composure and to say things straight back.  Then I was also able to give testimony of 

what Jesus did in my life.  I bring this up because I want you to know that what Jesus did 

in this blind man’s life on that day, He is still empowering His people to do today. 

 

Coming from a man who tends to deal with the issue of the fear of man, I just want to 

encourage you that whenever there are these difficult situations in your life, where you 

have critics of the faith and they tend to make you a little bit fearful, just step out in faith.  

You go into that situation knowing that you don’t walk into it alone as a child of the 

Living God.  You walk into that situation with the Paraclete, the promised Counselor, the 

promised Teacher, the promised Friend, and the Spirit of the Living God that Jesus puts 

within those who trust in Him.  We don’t go alone so we need to step out in faith and do 

whatever it is that we sense the Lord is calling us to do and not letting fear being 

something that holds us back.   

 

This man was removed from the synagogue so what happened next?  Where did he go?  

What did he do?  Verse 35: 

 
35 

Jesus heard that they had cast him out, and having found him he said, “Do you 

believe in the Son of Man?”  
36 

He answered, “And who is he, sir, that I may 

believe in him?” 
37 

Jesus said to him, “You have seen him, and it is he who is 

speaking to you.” 
38 

He said, “Lord, I believe,” and he worshiped him.  

 

Here is the divine Son of God receiving the worship that He is due because He is an 

amazing God.  He is a gracious Healer.  He is a wonderful Redeemer.  This was the day 

that the man was cast out of the synagogue, and ironically this was the day where 

probably for the first time in his life, he was worshiping the Lord in Spirit and in Truth 

from the fullness of his inner being.  Worshiping the Lord!   In the midst of incredibly 

difficult circumstanced there is a fount of worship rising up from inside of him.   

 

So often it is in the midst of those difficult interactions we have where we just step out in 

faith and say, “Lord, I need your help.  I’m going to step out in faith and go have that 

conversation in the midst of this trial.”  I’ll tell you what, while there might be tears in the 

offering if it goes hard, there is also a sense of joy that wells up.  There is a sense of 

freedom that rises up knowing that with God’s help we did what we were called to do.   

 

Let’s follow Jesus in such a way that that kind of worship will be the regular experience 

of our lives - walking with Jesus, doing His will. 

 

Is there anybody on your heart or mind?  Is there anybody who is a critic of your faith?  

Is there anybody in your life that you try to tell about the things God has done for you 

and they are mystified.  Or maybe you haven’t told them what the Lord has done in your 
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life because you know they are going to be mystified.  So you have held back.  I think we 

all know what I’m talking about because we have all done it.  But what if we stepped out 

instead and told them that Jesus is the one who can open blind eyes.  What if we trusted 

Him to convey our testimonies in a way that would glorify Him?  What if we trusted Him 

to convey the content of the Gospel in a way that would glorify Him?  What if we trusted 

Him to provide any logic or discussion that is needed? 

 

So often the people who study this passage and write and teach on it point out that it boils 

down to this, “I was blind, but now I see.”  Yes, we can fall back on that, but God 

provided this man more than that.  God provided him with some pretty sound logic in the 

midst of that furnace.  As we study the Word and as we read good books and as we seek 

to equip ourselves, I tell you what, the Holy Spirit will draw things.  Sometimes He can 

even provide insights on the fly but I’m cautious with that because you and I need to be 

studious people, but the Spirit can draw those things and give us responses to people that 

are in our lives. 

 

May the Lord bless.  May the Lord fill us up with His strength. 

 

Let us pray. 

 

 


